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Chapter 31 LE

Sharp weapons are instruments of evil omen.

They are hated by all creatures.

Those who have TAO do not like to use them.

The superior man likes the left in civilian life,

But on military application likes the right*

Weapons are instruments of evil omen.

They are not weapons of the superior men.

On occasion of compulsory necessity, it should be used with

calm restraint.

Even in victory, he does not consider it a glory.

And he who calls it glorious,

Is the one who delights in killing.

He who delights in killing,

Will not be successful in his desire to rule the government.

Things of good omen favour the left,

Things of bad omen favour the right.

In the army, the Commander stands on the left,

While the Commander-in-Chief stands on the right.

It was said he was in charge of the rite of mourning.

The killing of multitude should be mourned with tears and

SOITOW.

A victory in battle should be looked upon as funeral rite**.

*  This was arrangement in ceremony in ancient time. Left being symbol of
good omen. Right being symbol of bad omen.

** TAO dislikes war to settle problems. All disputes be settled according to rE

Law of Nature.
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Chapter 32

TAO is absolute and nameless.
Small as it is in its primordial simplicity (like a piece
of uncarved wood),

It is inferior to nothing in the world.

If a ruler could keep to it,

All people would spontaneously submit themselves to
him and live peacefully.

The Heaven and Earth being in accord,

The sweet dew would fall down.

According to nature without the command of men.
With the arising of civilization all names and systems
are given by men.

Therefore men must know to stop in time and begin to
learn the practice of TAO in order to avoid danger.
TAO is ever present and surrounding the whole
universe, just like streams and rivers, all running into
seas and ocean!
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