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The Taoism and Religious Harmony in 8]1gle[e]ele]{=

(Abstract)

1. The origination of “"Harmony"” in Taoism philosophy.
a) The gist of Tao: “the unity of man and nature”.

The principal idea of Taoism is originated from the

primitive philosophy of Chinese, i.e. the unity of man

and nature. The unity of man and nature, which means

B Translated by Chong Fu

opinion of maintaining the inside universe of human
body.

On a conclusion, harmony is an undisputed principle
for Taoism.

the harmony between humanity and Tao (or nature), 2. The contributions of Tacism in Singapore.

is the foundation on which the whole Chinese culture When applying the philosophies to practical religious
has been built. activities, it is about the operation and development of
Because of the Weltanschauung of the unity of man Taoist organizations. The contributions of the Taoism
and nature, and the ideology of from nature to man, in Singapore to the whole society are subsequently
when dealing with such issues as the relationships introduced by substantial instances.

between man and nature and man and society,

Taoism especially value the unification rather than the a) Value birth and death.

opposition between man and nature.

Thus, from the philosophy characteristic of this religion,
it is seen that Taoism has the natural character of
harmony, which is determined by its Weltanschauung
of the unity of man and nature.

b) The trajectory of Tao: “the harmony between life
and Tao”.

The Singapore Taoist temples specially highlight a
social function of valuing birth and death. Birth and
death are two extremes of life. Taoism values life most
and goes in for immortality. A life, irrespective of race,
complexion, nationality and wealth, is the product of
the Mother Nature. Hence, the Taoism in Singapore
manifests its magnificent capacity for life.

The opinion of harmony between life and Tao promotes b) Polytheistic belief.

selflessness and freedom of self-interest, and reminds
men not to expand their own subjective purposes
unlimited. Man must discard self-desires in order to
sense Tao. The more the subjective purposes are
pursued, the further is man from Tao and the weaker

Taoism is a religion that allows polytheistic belief. The
Taoism in Singapore not only has the characteristic of
polytheistic belief, but also demonstrates a fair status
for every deity.

is man’s ability to verify Tao and sense Tao. ¢) Multi-religion fusion.

The importance of the harmony between man and
nature is emphasized again by “the harmony between
life and Tao” from the point of view of sensing Tao.

c) The practice of Tao: “Isomorphism between man
and nature”.
The daily practice of Tao is based on the theory of
“Isomorphism between man and nature”. In Taoism, a
correspondence is established between the universe
and the human body from observations. It is believed
that both the universe and the human body have the
similar structure and functioning mode, and thus a
specific practice route is formulated. For instance,
these daily practices of Taoists, such as Nedan (#
#, nei dan), Eating and Drinking (JR &, fu shi) and
Breathing Exercises (% 71, dao yin), all come from the

In Singapore Taoist temples, deities from not only
Taoism, but also from Buddhism, Confucianism, and
even Hinduism, Muslim, are well worshiped. It is
common to find three or even five different religious
deities coexistent.

It is based on the religious characteristics of Taoism
itself and the understanding of common devotees to
the deities, that the Taoism in Singapore can contain
and allow the other religions.

In conclusion, the Taoism in Singapore believes in a
difference in functions, but not in being good or evil.
The Taoism in Singapore also believes in that, for all
religions, although there is a difference in practical
religious activities, there is no essential difference
in mental pursues based on which, the Taoism in
Singapore contributes to religious harmony.
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Chapter 39 LE

In ancient time there were those acquiring the Oneness (TAO)

With oneness, the Heaven is clear,

With oneness, the Earth is stable.

With oneness, the deities having spiritual power,

With oneness, the valleys were made full.

With oneness, all creatures and things could live and grow.

With oneness, the rulers can rule the world with justice and peace.

All creatures and things having close relationship with oneness (TAO).
Without clarity, the Heaven will break.

Without stability, the Earth will have disasters like earthquakes and flood.
Without spiritual power, the deities may lose their mythical abilities.

Without being filled, the valleys would dry up.

Without this ceaseless power and energy all things might no longer live.
Without justice and humanity to rule, the ruler may face downfall.

Truly speaking, humility is the root from which nobility or greatness grow.
And the nobility or greatness must be built from the foundation of the lower.
That is why the rulers call themselves "the worthless and lonely ones".

Is it a proof to show that they are in need of the support from ordinary people?
Hence, taking down various connected parts of a chariot, there would be no chariot*.
1 do not wish to be looked upon as valuable as jade and to look down on others as
worthless stones.

* A metaphor symbolizing returning to the void of TAO where cosmic energy is
produced.
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Chapter 40

Cycle of reversion is the evolution or action of TAO.

Weakness or gentleness is the operation of TAO.

Myriad things and creatures of the world come from Being,

And Being comes from non-being (TAO).
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Funding for the
Journal of Taoism in
Singapore

The Journal of Taoism in Singapore, as the only
quarterly journal on Taoism published in Singapore,
was initiated in 2005. Thanks to the generous donations
from many temples and hearted devotees, publication
fees were raised to make sure that the journal has been
successfully published for the past consecutive five
years.

Totally 20 issues of the journal have been published
since the inaugural. An amount of S$4000 was donated
by one of the temples registered with the Taoist
Federation Singapore (TFS), to sponsor the publication
of each individual issue. As a reward, there are four
colorful pages as highlight, in the middle of that issue,
to introduce the relative history, activities and etc of the
sponsor temple.

Upon the consideration that a one-time donation of
S$4000 is a considerable amount, a new and more
flexible sponsoring mechanism has been proposed,
with the approval of the general committee of TFS.
Under the new sponsoring mechanism, whenever an
amount of S$1000 has been donated, there will be
one colorful page rewarded to introduce the sponsor
temple, to appear in one issue of the Journal of Taoism
in Singapore. The maximum donation for one issue
will remain as S$4000, with four colorful pages to be
rewarded. The sponsoring mechanism is explained in
details in the following table.

Donation amount Colorful pages
(in S$) rewarded

1,000 1
2,000 2
3,000 3
4,000 4

Besides the new sponsoring mechanism, a funding
will also be set up for aiding the publication of the
journal. We welcome donations from generous hearted
individuals and organizations at any amount. The donor
name list will be published in the journal periodically.

A donation cheque can be mailed to:

Taoist Federation Singapore (San Qing Gong Level 3),
21, Bedok North Avenue 4

Singapore 489948.

You can also contact us by (Tel) 6242 2115 for the

above issues in more details.
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