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Chapter 19 I—E

Disclaim* to be a Sage and abandon wit, and the people will
be benefited a hundredfold. Disclaim humanity** and justice, and
the people shall recover their innate qualities of filial devotion and
kindness. Banish cunning and profiteering, there shall be no robbers
and thieves. The above 3 statements may not suffice to teach the
people. Therefore, I give the following enlightenment:

Cherishing simple and plain honesty, embracing one’s original
nature and discarding selfishness and wanton desires.

*Disclaim-

A true sage disclaims himself to be a sage. He teaches people with
priority to return to Nature by finding their true selves. To abandon
wit being plotted to satisfy one’s wanton desire.

**Humanity-
1t should be one’s innate quality and not to be utilized to win praise

and justive by hypocrisy. rE
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To cease learning tricks is to free your mind from worries.
What is the difference between your speech when saying in
affirmative or negative mood? How much difference is there
between “good” and “evil”’? That which persons fear. Is indeed
to be feared. It is a pity that people do not cultivate their minds
free from lust, just like the waste garden or field full of wild
grass. The multitude of people are busy an joyous as if they are
celebrating a festival or going up a terrace in spring. But for
me, my mind remains quiet and peaceful, just like an innocent
new born baby. Unattached to worldly desires, I wander about
without a home. People apply full effort in the pursuit of honour
and profit, But I am like one left out. My mind is like that of
a fool, being so childish and muddled! The vulgar appears so
smart, I alone seem dull. The vulgar appears bright and clever.
alone seem depressed. My mind remains calm and peaceful like
deep and vast sea. Drifting with ease like wind without fixed
residence. Relying on their abilities, all people have their aims.
I alone appear stubborn and simple. I alone differ from other
people, Because I know the value to obtain endless sustenance
form the Mother of Nature*(Unity with TAO).

*An image of a sucking baby — referring to getting force of
energy form the Nature or TAO.
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HVictor Yue Seong-Swee

007 could well be a watershed for the Singapore Taoist

Federation when the newly formed Taoist Youth Group
took over the organisation of the Taoist Cultural Festival. In a
very short time, they were able to come up with an impressive
Exhibition cum Talk as well as held an Evening of multi-cultural
performances for members of the Federation and invited
representatives of other religious organisations.

Held at the Pavilion of Far East Square, the Taoist Cultural
Exhibition offered visitors a glimpse of the exquisite robes
worn by the Taoist clergy, rare ancient Taoist texts, fascinating
appurtenances used during Taoist rites and ceremonies, and
various other interesting paraphernalia connected with Taoism.
While one might have seen a Cantonese Taoist Priest conducting
a ceremony, or a Hokkien one performing a similar rite, one
would probably not have had a chance to see all the robes
that these priests wear, showcased together in one place, if
not for this exhibition. And the more discerning ones would
be able to appreciate the subtle differences in the designs of
these robes, which in themselves are extraordinary works of
craftsmanship.

As in most societies, the arts flourish under the patronage
of religious orders. To the Chinese, the Taoist tradition has a
long history. Throughout this period, various forms of Chinese
arts such as calligraphy, opera performances, tea appreciation
and music have blossomed. This is evident during the two-
day exhibition at the Pavilion where visitors were treated,
among other things, to a remarkable display of calligraphy and
Chinese paintings collected by Master Kang. An accomplished
calligrapher himself, Master Kang was at hand to explain to
visitors the finer points of this art, and even shared with them
biographical information on the creators of these marvellous
works of art, and how these compositions were produced. Many
visitors were fortunate to receive a copy of Master Kang’s
calligraphy,produced then and there specially for them to bring
home. Little wonder then that many suitably impressed visitors
were inspired to take up calligraphy, going by the number urging
Master Kang to start a class in this ancient art form.

Master Kang disclosed to me that to master the art of
calligraphy, it would not be sufficient just to memorise the
pronunciation and strokes of every character produced. One
would also have to appreciate the etymology of the character and
if it were a string of characters, then an understanding of how
these characters were arranged is required. In fact, one needs
to be immersed in this fascinating world of Classical Chinese
to really understand and appreciate it. If that can be achieved,
then one is regarded as being endowed with the rare quality of
being able to truly appreciate the fragrance of flowers featured
in a drawing, or if it is an image connected to tea, then the full
flavour of this beverage.

10

Two Taoist Masters, Master Chen and Master Huang,
expounded on the Tao to an audience of more than a hundred
people comprising members of the Federation as well as the
public. Majority of those who attended were of the view that
such public talks should be held more often so that more people
could learn about and better understand Chinese culture, much
of which has been influenced by Taoist ideas.

Singapore has a very rich mix of different Chinese
dialect groups, migrating from China at different periods in
time, and these Chinese migrants have brought with them their
respective practices and traditions. From the years of living
together in this relatively small island of Singapore, many of
the different provincial practices and traditions carried out by
these migrants have cross-influenced the other groups. It is
in this rich potpourri of our culture that some of us also have
many questions regarding our identity, origins and practice. A
slide show of the different Chinese temple festivals hit a chord
with many in the audience who were familiar with this slice of
their heritage. Although they may have come from different
walks of life and exposed to different thoughts and ideas, many
were seen nodding in unison at the familiarity that such shared
practices engendered

A grand dinner was held on 3 April, 2007 at the Koo Chye
Ba Sheng Hong Temple grounds for members of the Federation
and guests from the Chinese Embassy, grassroots organisations
and religious organisations. All in, there were 120 tables. The
guest-of-honour for the function was Dr Vivian Balakrishnan,
Minister for Community, Youth and Sports while the special
guest was Parliamentary Secretary Teo Ser Luck. This must
be one of those dinners where a very special table capable of
seating twenty or more has been installed for the VIPs. It was
indeed heartening to see members of different religious groups
sitting and sharing a meal together.

A cross-cultural show featuring a group of Indian youths
gyrating to Chinese rock music, a leading Malay TV star
belting out Malay, English and Mandarin songs (she even sang
a few lines from a Hokkien and Hindi song!), and a Chinese
face-changing artiste certainly went very well with the guests
enjoying the delicious meal. Some interesting aspects of the
Taoist traditions were showcased at the dinner too. It took the
form of a chanting group of the Tuas Tua Pek Kong singing
extracts of the Dao De Jing while the San Qing Gong group
performed a Taoist ritual dance.

It was indeed a memorable night, where I came away with
more new friends. To the Youth Group members, you deserve a
pat on the back for a job well done. We look forward to an even
more exciting line-up at next year’s Taoist Day.
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