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Interfaith
Youth Journey

fo Beijing

and Hong Kong

he Inter-Religious Organisation, Singapore (IRO) is

one of the oldest interfaith organisations in the world.

Since its establishment in 1949, the IRO actively

promotes interfaith dialogues and understanding
amongst the various religious organisations in Singapore
and also engages with the public. There are currently ten
religions represented in the IRO, namely Hinduism, Judaism,
Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Taoism, Jainism, Christianity,
Islam, Sikhism, and the Baha’i Faith.

The TRO organised a visit for its youth religious
representatives to Beijing and Hong Kong from 8 to 19
May 2013. The IRO had been working very closely with the
religious groups in China for over a decade. Both parties had
worked together to organise the China-Singapore Religious
Cultural Exhibition 2009 in Singapore Suntec Convention
Centre, showcasing precious religious artifacts and relics from
China and Singapore.

The 24 nominated youths from diverse religious
backgrounds visited the State Administration for Religious
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, the five main
religions in China (namely Buddhism, Catholicism, Islam,
Protestantism, and Taoism) and the six main religions in Hong
Kong, namely Buddhism, Catholicism, Confucianism, Islam,
Protestantism, and Taoism.

15

The Chairman of the Taoist Federation (Singapore), Mr
Tan Thiam Lye, was appointed as the leader of the IRO youth
delegation to China and Hong Kong. Mr Tan was accompanied
by Master Chung Kwang Tong (Wei Yi), the Honorary
Secretary of the IRO and the Secretary-General of the Taoist
Federation Youth Group. Mr Tan Teck Hui, Mr Ang Seng Yong
and Ms Wu Guomei, the Taoist youth representatives from
the Taoist Federation Youth Group in the delegation were also
selected to participate in this trip.

pay 1 @Y o

Beijing in the late afternoon and were
treated to a delicious Iranian dinner hosted by Mr
Foo Chek Woo, our former IRO Council Member
representing the Baha’i Faith. He is currently
working in Beijing and we were delighted to
meet Mr Foo and his family.
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The first official visit
to Beijing is to the State
Administration for Religious
Affairs of P.R.C. (SARA), the
department which oversees
religious affairs and issues in
China. SARA works closely
with the officially sanctioned
religious organisations of
five main religions of China
— The Buddhist Association
of China, Chinese Taoist
Association, China Islamic
Association, National
Committee of the Three-Self

third division oversees Islamic issues, and the forth division
manages any other religious or spiritual groups. The meeting
was very fruitful and the youths learned how the ministry
administers religious matters in China. The dialogue continued
into lunch, which was graciously hosted by SARA.

The group then visited the Chinese Taoist Association (*!
EE# r4) in the afternoon, which is situated in the premises
of the famous White Cloud Temple (14 =#). The White Cloud

Patriotic Movemeqt of Fhe Temple, known as “Baiyun Guan”, or the Monastery of White
Protestant Churches in China, Clouds, is one of the three ancestral courts of the Complete
and the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association. Perfection School of Taoism (£ H#H = K#EZ —). Qiu Chuji

The office of SARA is situated in the Mansion of Prince (BBALHL), also known as Grandmaster Qiu Changchun (B84&
Chun (B3R ENT), the former residence of the father of the FAHIF), is the disciple of Grandmaster Wang Chongyang (£
last emperor of China Puyi. The former prince mansion faces HFHAIT) and he established the Dragon Gate Sect (J&I 1JR).

the beautiful lake known as Houhai, literally known as the In 1219, Genghis Khan (5 B ) sent his envoys to request
“rear sea”. After a tour of the former prince residence, we Grandmaster Qiu to meet him. Grandmaster Qiu went on foot
went to the Yin-an Hall ($R% %), which was converted to a to Beijing, but Genghis Khan started his invasions towards
conference room, for a formal meeting with the officials from the West. After spending the bitter cold winter in Beijing, he
SARA. The delegation met Mr. Jiang Jianyong (% %27k &)= continued his journey towards the West in February 1221 and
K), the Vice Minister of SARA, Ms. Guo Wei (Z8f7]K), met Genghis Khan in his military camp near the Hindu Kush
the Director General of the region. Grandmaster Qiu preached the Taoist philosophy to

Foreign Affairs Department,
and key officials from the
four divisions administering
religious affairs in China.
The first division oversees the
affairs of the Buddhist and Taoist
communities, the second division
administers the affairs of the
Catholics and Protestants, the

Genghis Khan, and he returned to Beijing in January 1224.
Genghis Khan bestowed Grandmaster Qiu the title of “Great
Immortal” and made him in
charge of all religious matters
in the empire. A piece of
land from the former imperial
garden grounds was given
to Grandmaster Qiu for the
foundation of a Taoist temple,
which is the White Cloud
Temple.

The Vice Chairman of the
Chinese Taoist Association,
Master Zhang Juyu (JK4kHEK),
together with Master Li Xinjun (Z{5
ZEEK) of the White Cloud Temple,
Dr. Yin Zhihua (F#&4E1+), and
other representatives of the Chinese
Taoist Association, Taoist Academy
(" EE#2# ), and White Cloud
Temple met with the IRO youths.
The Chinese Taoist Association was
established in April 1957, and it is
the apex Taoist organisation in China.

16
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The youths went to the Guangji
Monastery (J7 ¥ 5F) to meet with the
venerable monks and representatives of
the Buddhist Association of
China. Venerable Xue
Cheng (#IH350W), the
Vice-President of the
Buddhist Association
of China shared with
us the developments
and current situation of
Buddhism in China.

The Buddhist Association of China
("FE s #42) was also established in
the Guangji Temple back in 1953. Similar

P o /*/ o 01'5)
- 4@ N&}J s’
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The group was also very honoured
to meet the President of the China Islamic
Association (H E F 1i 2= # b
£%), Imam Chen Guangyuan
(BrJ”" e KB &) and the
key representatives of the
association. After a very
interesting dialogue, we
were hosted to a restaurant
at Niujie (4+#), also known
as Ox Street where the most
historical and majestic mosque

N~

to the White Cloud Temple, the construction of
the Guangji Monastery was commissioned by
the emperor, and received imperial patronage.
The monastery was originally built in the Jin
Dynasty (1115-1234), and it housed many precious
Buddhist relics from the earlier dynasties. The
youths got to view a huge 5 by 10 metres painting
of the Buddha preaching the dharma (Ji R 4035 )
painted not with brushes but with the fingers ($§1H)
at the rear of the main hall. There were also other
rare Buddhist relics at the monastery’s archives.

The youth delegation visited the Bishops’
Conference of Catholic Church in China (4 E X+
FE#H), which is situated right next to the famous
Prince Gong Mansion (%§ EJff). The youths had a

dialogue with Bishop Ma Yinglin (&%
#EH), the president of the Bishops’
Conference of the Catholic Church in
China, and several representatives of
the Catholic Church,

followed by a tour
of the premise
and a visit to
the chapel.

in Beijing is situated. A large population of

Muslims lives at that district, and it is a place

where one could experience the lifestyles of
the Muslims in Beijing.

We also visited was the National
Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement of the Protestant Churches in

China (‘TEEBH=AZEEHEI &R L) We

met with the head of Beijing Christian Council,

Reverend Yu Xinli (THiR440), together with

the pastors and representatives of the Protestant Churches in

Beijing. The pastors shared with us the activities of the church

and also how the churches work closely with other religious

leaders in humanitarian, environmental, and community
projects.
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The proposed visit to an orphanage was cancelled due to the HON7 situation
in China, thus the youths got a “free and easy” day after the formal visits to the
religious establishments. Some visited the Catholic Seminary, the Baha’i youths
had picnic with the Baha’i community in Beijing, and some adventurous members
went sightseeing and explored the old streets and districts in Beijing.

Our Taoist youths went back to visit the White Cloud Temple and meet

with Taoist friends who came to Singapore during the China-
Singapore Religious Cultural Exhibition in 2009.

/i,-/&:;;y 0013)
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We visited several attractions in Beijing,
including the Tiananmen Square (K& 1 %),
Forbidden Palace (MUE1#§4B%), Summer Palace
(EifnfE), Temple of Heaven (Kiz), Juyong Pass
Great Wall (J& i 2%H4%), and the ancient village
of Cuan (BJ&T).

We hosted our friends from SARA and
leaders of the five religious organizations to a
dinner on the last evening in Beijing, and thanked
them for their warm hospitality and taking time
off their busy schedules to meet us.

Interfaith Youth Journey to

Beijing . Hong Kong




Interfaith Youth Journey to

Beijing .« Hong Kong

pay (181 e

The representatives from Hong Kong
Taoist Association (F#EEHBE A L)
greeted our delegation at the Hong Kong
International Airport, and we proceeded
straight to the association in
Kowloon for a dialogue and
meeting with the leaders of
the Taoist community in Hong
Kong. We met Mr. Tong Wai Ki (

A2 K), the president of the
association, Master Leung Tak
Wah (R#EAL T ), the chairman
of the Taoist association, and
key representatives of the

(17 MY 20\%)

Day 10

We visited the famous temple Sik
Sik Yuen (3% 4 &% KAli#]) dedicated to
Immortal Wong Tai Sin (¥ K4l in the
morning. We met the Taoist abbot of Sik
Sik Yuen, Master Lee Yiu-fai (ZEHFEI5B¢), and the esteemed
representatives of the charitable organisation. Abbot Lee and
the representatives of the temple showed the IRO youths around
the temple complex, and members were very impressed with
the elaborate wood carvings and architecture of the temple,
especially the air-conditioned and very “technologically
advanced” prayer Hall of Taisui (K% JGJRE). We are also
amazed with the micro-chipping of all divination lots in the
temple. Thousands of devotees flocked to the temple daily
to seek the divine advice from Immortal Wong, and each set
contained 100 lots, each lot expressing different advice by
Immortal Wong. Devotees are assured that every canister of lots

1
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association. We were also delighted to meet with the
newly established Youth wing of the Hong Kong Taoist
Association! The IRO youths also interacted with the
youth leaders of the Hong Kong Taoist Association
during dinner, and exchanged ideas and best practices
to engage youths in their religious communities.

they draw from the counter are complete sets, as any missing
or extra lot will be detected by the computer systems within
seconds. These are also examples of how technology could be
used in temples.

This day also coincides with the Vesak Day celebrations
in Hong Kong. We are honoured to be invited to the Vesak Day
celebrations organised by the Hong Kong Buddhist Association
(BB A 2Y). at the Hong Kong Coliseum in Hung Hom.
Thousands of Buddhists gathered at the Coliseum to participate
in the celebrations and the bathing of the image of baby Prince
Siddhartha (#&#). The representatives of the six main religions
in Hong Kong were also present at the Vesak celebrations to
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congratulate the Buddhist Communities. The representatives
of the Colloquium of Six Religious Leaders of Hong Kong
meet regularly and the respective orgaisations work very
closely for charitable and humanitarian projects. After the
Opening Ceremony, the religious leaders proceed to the VIP
room for a dialogue and meeting with IRO youths. We met
with the key representatives
from Buddhist, Catholic,
Confucian, Islam, Protestant

In the morning, we visited another important Taoist
organisation in Hong Kong, the Fung Ying Seen Koon (%i#
%), at Fanling. The Fung Ying Seen Koon (FYSK) was
established in 1929, and it is a charitable organisation which
contributed greatly towards the community and also the
propagation of Taoism. The FYSK set up a very resourceful
Taoist cultural website (http://www.daoinfo.org) and also a TV
station (http://www.taoist.tv/) to promote the Taoist teachings
and ideas. The temple also established scripture chanting
classes outside Hong Kong, including Singapore, to teach
the orthodox Taoist beliefs, scriptures, and the rituals. We are
grateful to the Vice Chairman of the Fung Ying Seen Koon
Mr Chow Chi-tat (Ji HiXfIEE$4K), and also the directors and
representatives of the FYSK for the warm hospitality.

20
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and Taoist communities. The youths also had a very engaging
dialogue with Venerable Kok Kwong (3)#:0ifi), and venerable
wrote the Chinese character “Yuan™ (£) meaning it is “fate”
that brings everyone together, and he also wrote “FF#s 7 K%
HE— N (The six religious communities in Hong Kong are
members of a family), summarizing
the very harmonious and close
relations between the religious
communities in Hong Kong.

After the meeting with the
religious leaders in Hong Kong,
the IRO youths also joined the
Buddhists in Hong Kong in the
bathing of the image of baby Prince
Siddhartha, also known as the rites

of purification (¥ K 4t).

Later in the afternoon, the youths visited the Hong
Kong Christian Council (F#E#Pit4) and the Chinese
Methodist Church of Hong Kong (& #3 #Uf 18 T BB &4
£*). The Hong Kong Christian Council is the ecumenical body of
Christian churches, organisations and institutions in Hong Kong.
Reverend Yuen Tin-yau (= XM shared with us the history
and development of Christianity in Hong Kong, and we toured
the Chinese Methodist Church which is situated in the heart of
Wan Chai, one of the busiest commercial areas in Hong Kong.

In the evening, the IRO hosted a dinner with the Hong Kong
religious leaders and we thanked them for their generosity and
hospitality. It was a very enriching experience during our stay
in Hong Kong. After the dinner, we also visited a Hindu centre
in Tsim Sha Tsui.
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Our last day in Hong Kong coincides with Pentecost
Sunday, and it marks the end of our learning trip to China and
Hong Kong. However, the friendship built during this trip will
continue.

Some members of the delegation could not understand
Mandarin and could not converse with the religious leaders
in Beijing and Hong Kong. But fellow members in the team
helped to translate for one another and overcame the language
“barrier”. Everyone helped one another and supported each
other regardless of religious backgrounds, ethnicities or
language. We thank every member of the delegation for their
support and sharing during the trip.

China

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Inter-
Religious Organisation, the Singapore Buddhist Lodge, and
the Taoist Federation (Singapore) for the kind support towards
this youth trip to China and Hong Kong. We are also thankful
to the State Administration for Religious Affairs of P.R.C. for
coordinating our visits to the religious organisations in China,
and also the Hong Kong Taoist Association for coordinating
the visits in Hong Kong. We would also like to thank Sister
Maria Lau, Mr Tan Thiam Lye, Mr Lee Bock Guan, Sister
Theresa Seow, Mr Pua Luck Kheng, and all individuals who
made our trip a success.

You may wish to contact the IRO to find out more about
our events and youth activities at www.iro.sg.

 State Administration for Religious Affairs of PR.C. (http://www.sara.gov.cn)

* Chinese Taoist Association (http://www.taoist.org.cn)

¢ Buddhist Association of China (www.chinabuddhism.com.cn)

* Bishops’ Conference of Catholic Church in China (http://www.chinacatholic.cn)

* China Islamic Association (http://www.chinaislam.net.cn)

¢ National Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Churches in China

(http://www.ccctspm.org)

Hong Kong

* The Hong Kong Buddhist Association (http://www.hkbuddhist.org)

* Hong Kong Catholic Social Communications Office (http://www.catholic.org.hk)
e The Confucian Academy (http://www.confucianacademy.org.hk)

e The Chinese Muslim Cultural & Fraternal Association (http://www.islam.org.hk)

* Hong Kong Christian Council (http://www.hkcc.org.hk)

e The Hong Kong Taoist Association (http://www.hktaoist.org.hk)

e Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple (http://www.siksikyuen.org.hk) )
* Fung Ying Seen Koon (http://www.fysk.org) , 2
* Chinese Methodist Church of Hong Kong (http://www.cmc-methodist.org.hk) 2

Singapore

* Inter-Religious Organisation, Singapore (http://www.iro.sg)
* Singapore Buddhist Lodge (http://www.sbl.org.sg)

 Taoist Federation (http://www.taoistfederation.org.sg)
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X T AF&G “B" Tk, People in the world say that my TAO is great but it does not appear to be.
TAGAEAT AR 04 75, TAO is great because it is like nothing in the world.
FRAECT K, ﬁﬁ»yxjr:{%g__{q‘/a\_/{$é{7;’j:“g70 Ifitwerelikeanythingintheworld, o
e {%H_ A ‘/E]\“M:\ W HRE, how small it would be from the very beginning.

I have “Three Treasures”.

Possess them and keep them constantly.

The first is compassion.

The second is frugality.

The third is never to be the first in the world (humility).

Because of compassion, there is courage.

Because of frugality,

he has obtained the essence of TAO to help others in all respect.
Because of humility one can develop one’s talent leading to mature success.
Nowadays, people prefer courage first and yet abandon compassion.
Prefer extravagance and extremity and yet abandon frugality.
Prefer rushing in front and yet abandon humility.

They are on the way to death!

For compassion is victorious in fighting against the evil.

And strong in defence.
Heaven is on the side of a person with compassionate mind.
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Chapter 68

The skillful soldier is not violent.

An able fighter always keeps his temper and does not express anger easily.

The great conqueror will not declare war rashly. His fighting tactics are only for
protection of order and peace after the war.

The good users of man power place themselves below others.

This is the virtue of non-contention.

And the ability to employ persons.

Such is called the virtuous compliance with the ancient heavenly way (TAO).
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